
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
January 28, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 

Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 

C. 30A §20, the meeting was held via an online Zoom Conference 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Gallivan, Mr. Buckley, Mr. Breen, 

    Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio, Mr. Ahern 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D. 

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

     Bird Middle School Principal Ed Connor 

     Elm Street School Principal Carrie Ruggiero 

     Daniel Feeney Preschool Director Julie Martin  

 

OTHER ATTENDEES: Walpole High School Student Representative Grace Ryan 

     Walpole High School Student Liam Welch 

     All Walpole Public School Nurses 

. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:37 

p.m. by School Committee Chair Nancy Gallivan. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are 

located in School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. 2021-2022 Draft School Year Calendar 

2. 2021-2022 Draft School Committee Meeting Calendar 

3. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

4. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic and State of Emergency, on March 12, 2020, 

Governor Baker issued an Executive Order Temporarily Suspending Certain Provisions of 

the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20. Pursuant to the Order, public bodies are 

temporarily relieved from the Open Meeting Law’s requirement that meetings be held in 

public places, open and physically accessible to the public, so long as measures are taken to 

ensure public access to the bodies' deliberations "through adequate, alternative means." 

 

Citizens with a question or comment can join the meeting through the Zoom. The “chat” 

feature will be enabled at the “Citizens Comments” portion of the Agenda. Participants are 

asked to comment in the chat that they would like to speak, indicate your name and address 

in the chat and you will then be let into the Meeting. Please unmute your microphones at 

that time. If you have any questions regarding this process, or would like to send a 

comment in advance, please email mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us. 

 

All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are done via roll 

call. 
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RECOGNITIONS: 

 

1. School Nurses - The Walpole Public School nurses go above and beyond to keep 

staff and parents informed of all changing COVID protocols while performing all other 

nursing duties. They have exhibited patience and empathy towards all and take time to 

listen and alleviate worries. Our nurses spend many evenings and weekends texting, 

emailing and calling staff and families to complete contact tracing. They are doing an 

outstanding job partnering with administration to support students and staff to help 

maintain a safe learning environment, given these unprecedented times. They are dedicated 

to helping our community members have a clear understanding of the COVID guidance 

from the CDC and Public Health Department and how it translates to the district protocols 

and procedures in order to keep us safe. 

 

The School Committee and Administration are extremely grateful and remarked that there 

is so much more responsibility on the shoulders of our nurses and their hard work and 

positive attitudes, kindness and professionalism is appreciated. 

 

2. Walpole High School Drama Club - The Walpole High School Drama Club held a 

“Radio Show” presentation. Walpole High school student Liam Welch gave a wonderful 

summary of the production and thanked all the cast, crew, Mr. Jim D’Attilio and Mr. Peter 

O’Farrell. He also thanked Walpole High School Nurse Mrs. Rachel Jackson for providing 

face masks for all. 

 

The radio show was the fall production in place of the annual musical. The show was 

actually an old one used back during the high school renovation twenty years ago because it 

had to be performed on the road. It fit the situation as students could rehearse in a hybrid 

manner using the auditorium projector and big screen. 

 

The radio setup allowed students to be distanced. It revolved around an evening of radio 

theatre by the imaginary radio station WHSR. Students rehearsed all fall and when ready, 

the stage was set up on the Friday before the vacation, a full-dress rehearsal was held and 

run by Peter O'Farrell using the new multi-camera system installed by Walpole Media, to 

feed the entire auditorium directly to the television control room. Mr. O’Farrell then did the 

final editing and Walpole media put it up on the channel as well as on YouTube.  

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

 

Grace Ryan, Walpole High School student representative to the School Committee, gave a 

report as follows: 

 

• January 29th is the last day of semester one. On Monday, February 1st, the high 

school will start semester two with each student starting four new classes. Students 

are looking forward to meeting their new teachers and classmates. 

• This past Tuesday, Juniors took the PSATS with each cohort at different ends of the 

school to stay separated. 

• Both cohorts of grades 9, 10, and 12 were all remote on Tuesday and Wednesday 

was still our all remote day. 
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• Walpole coaches, staff, and grades 6 through 12 will soon be voting on a new 

mascot name! The Re-Naming committee is meeting again shortly to finalize name 

options. 

• Many winter sports have had to quarantine at different points this season and with 

other towns in the same situation some games have been cancelled, but athletes are 

grateful that the season was able to happen at all. Basketball is currently not 

allowing any fans and hockey has 1 fan per player, but every home game is 

available on Walpole media tv and away games are available through the other 

team’s platform. 

• Winter sports are about half way through their season at the moment and Walpole 

teams have performed well thus far. Gymnastics is currently 0-1 but are looking for 

a win tomorrow against Newton North. Girls’ basketball is 2-2 after winning big on 

Tuesday. The boys’ basketball team is currently 1-3. Hockey has been playing hard 

as well, with the boys currently at 2-1 and girls at 0-2 and 1 tie. 

• Fall 2 season modifications come out this week and tryouts are set to begin on 

February 22nd. 

• Clubs at the high school are busy as well with several members of the Speech and 

Debate team participating in the Massachusetts State Tournament and even the 

National Tournament two weeks ago. 

• Other clubs such as Random Act of Kindness Club, Spanish Club, Photography 

Club, and UNICEF Club continue to hold meetings. 

• Student Council reached out to Mr. Erker last week to give him a letter and thank 

you sign signed by students to show our appreciation to him and how much we miss 

him. 

• Lastly, the Drama Club worked very hard on their socially distant fall production, 

An Evening of Radio Theatre, and it is now available on Youtube! 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. SEL Update - The Walpole Public Schools has a Preschool-12 approach to social 

and emotional learning (SEL). The SEL program in the district is guided at the district level 

by the SEL Steering Committee in conjunction with the Walpole Public School’s Strategic 

Plan. 

 

At Walpole Public Schools, the social and emotional well-being of our students remains a 

top priority. Through the guidance of our SEL Committee, our staff continues to promote 

skills and strategies that help students build self-awareness, resilience, and confidence. Ms. 

Sarah Scales presented on the roles and responsibilities of the SEL Committee, the progress 

to date and the future trajectory. 
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2. Vote on Tentative FY ’22 Budget – The School Committee voted on an FY '22 

tentative budget in the amount of $49,356,940. 

 

Motion: To approve the tentative FY ’22 budget in the amount of 

$49,356,940. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; 

Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Dr. Gough reported that: 

• Dr. Gough provided a COVID case update for the town and the schools. WPS 

metrics can be found on the District webpage and is updated weekly. 

• This week, an email was sent to all families reminding them about the COVID 

symptom checklist. During the contact tracing process, families noted that their 

child seemed to have only a cold, a mild sore throat, a headache, or just felt 

nauseous. Children, especially young children, often have very mild symptoms but 

are very capable of transmitting the virus to others. School nurses should be called 

with any questions as they will assist in determining whether it is appropriate to 

send your child to school or best to stay home and monitor them for the 

development of more symptoms. This will prevent students from attending school 

during a contagious period. Students must not attend school if anyone in their 

household has been diagnosed with COVID-19 or if they are a close contact with 

anyone who is diagnosed. Everyone in a household is a close contact when one 

person tests positive. 

• A survey was sent to parents that to solicit feedback about student learning and the 

health and safety of our students. We are committed to supporting the academic and 

social-emotional needs of our students. This 5-10 minute survey will enable us to 

make any adjustments that safely meet the needs of our students. Principals will 

send a reminder of this survey in their e-notes. The survey will remain open until 

February 2nd. 

• In our continued efforts to safely bring back as many students as possible, on 

Monday, February 8th, we will be transitioning students in Grade 2 back to in-

person learning 4 days a week. In order to make this transition and retain 6 ft of 

physical distancing between students and adhere to safety protocols, in some cases, 

classes will be moving to larger spaces or we will need to add another 2nd-grade 

classroom/section. The solution will be different in different buildings as both the 

number of students in a class and the size of our classroom spaces differ from 

school to school. In some cases, students will still be in traditional classroom 

spaces. In other cases, students will be learning in alternate spaces or a new 

classroom. Staff members are in the process of setting up these spaces with the 

furniture, equipment, and technology to replicate the classroom experience as much 

as possible. Thank you to grade 2 teachers and administration for their hard work. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

 

1 & 2. 2021-2011 School Year Calendar and School Committee Meeting Calendar – 

Second Readings - The School Committee discussed the School Year and School 

Committee Meeting calendars for the 2021-2022 School Year. At the last School 

Committee Meeting, a proposal was brought up to change the half-days to Wednesday and 

add additional days. After feedback from the community, this proposal has been 

withdrawn. The school year calendar proposes that teachers will return to school on 

Monday, August 30; students in grades 1 through 12 will return to school on Wednesday, 

September 1, 2021; PreK and Kindergarten students will return to school on Tuesday, 

September 7, 2021. The last day of school for Grades K- 11, without snow/emergency days 

would be Wednesday, June 15, 2022. An additional half-day is requested to be added to the 

2021-2022 calendar either next October or November. Both calendars will be voted on at 

the February School Committee Meeting. 

 

3. Middle School Building Project - Mr. Breen reviewed the project timeline. On 

January 26th the School Building Committee voted the preferred solution as B1, a new 

combined middle school at the Bird Middle School site. The preferred solution will be 

submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority. The School Committee 

unanimously voted to endorse this preferred option.  

 

Motion: To endorse the School Building Committee preferred solution as 

B1, a new combined middle school at the Bird Middle School site. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; 

Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS AND DONATIONS: 

 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants stated on the list 

submitted by the Superintendent dated January 22, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. 

Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 
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Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated January 22, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. 

Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated January 22, 2021. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. 

Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote:  6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the School Committee Public Budget Hearing Meeting 

Minutes of January 12, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. 

Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan: Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the School Committee Meeting Minutes of January 14, 

2021. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. 

Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan: Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the School Committee Public Budget Hearing Meeting 

Minutes of January 19, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. 

Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan: Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 
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Motion: To approve the School Committee Budget Workshop Meeting 

Minutes of January 21, 2021. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. 

Ahern:  Yes; Mr. Breen: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan: Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting will be 

Thursday, February 11, 2021. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

William J. Buckley, Jr., Vice Chairman 


